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An interview with Wayne Tucker, 
Excerpted from PLAYBOY MAGAZINE, April issue, 1998 RICK PARKER 


PLAYBOY: Wayne, you've come out of hiding to tell your story, right? So where does LETTERER 
it begin? 
TUCKER: Honestly, | think we had about six beginnings and four endings. You must 
mean the beginning of the end, eh? The events that developed after World War III NEL YOMTOV 
started? 
COLORIST 
PLAYBOY: That's right. Your recruitment of Sedara Bakut, specifically. 
TUCKER: (grinning) That was our first little trip into Afghanistan. It was also our first 
official assignment for the Medusa Web -- but that's a whole ‘nother interview HOWARD M ACKIE 
altogether, right? 
Babel ~- that was Thame Panagitis -- realized we were very shorthanded EDITOR 


for what we had in mind — this was after we'd lost Ty, Stasi, and Kathy... 


PLAYBOY: Wait, | thought that they'd come back - DAVID WOHL 


TUCKER: Yeah, sure, later, Ty an’ Kath came back -- so did Crawley for that matter -- 
but this was after we'd been put through the wringer. We'd just killed Rodstvow, just ASSISTANT EDITOR 
survived Tensers judgement, and endured the Web's training procedure — there were 
just four of us then - Thomas Boyd was the adrenaline vampire, cute thing callin’ him 


that after what we learned; Linds... Lindsey Falmon was an object empath and 
Johnny Dowas an autistic pyrokinetic... still is for that matter. TOM DeFALCO 
PLAYBOY: How has the young man been since the incident at Los Alamos? EDITOR IN CHIEF 


TUCKER: He's breathin’. We're all breathin'. Anyway, Panagitis wanted us to stop a 


Soviet supply route through Afghanistan. He was always afraid of the Soviets gaining 
corto he Gul een. ARCHIE GOODWIN 


The secondary function of the mission was to gain access to a young 


Afghan girl who was rumored to be a very powerful paranorm -- silly how we WALT SIMONSON 
perpetuate those stereotypes ourselves ~ an’ we did... 


CREATORS 


PLAYBOY: But? 


TUCKER: | guess you must be a mind-reader too (laughing, lighting a cigarette, long 
pause). But we didn't have any idea what we were getting ourselves into... not that 
day... not the day after... but years down the road... 
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the four New U books like nothing 
on the market, and indeed captured an 


and our plans are to do similar New 
Universe projects in the same format in 
the months to come. Let us know who 
you'd like to see return, okay? 

On behalf of myself and the creative 
teams of D.P.7, JUSTICE, PSI-FORCE, and 
THE STAR BRAND, | thank you all for 
making our efforts worthwhile. No one will 
miss the New Universe titles more than me. 


Howard A. Mackie, 
Editor 


Dear PSI's, 

| really like PSI-FORCE, but | 
have a few questions concerning it. 

+ Is Wayne dead? | mean, 
Justice shot him at the end of issue #30. 
Geez, I've got some luck! First my 
favorite character, Stasi, dies, and now 
my second favorite may be next. 

+ Is Johnny Do going to have a 
permanent role in the book? | really like 
how Fabian has handled his relationship 
with Thomas. 

+ Is the Psi-Force going to make 
it back to the U.S.? 

+ What color is Wayne's hair 
exactly? I've seen it as brown, orange, 
black, blue and red! . 

+ Can | order THE PITT from 
you? 

* But most importantly -- is the 
NEW U going to be around much 
longer? My dealer said it was going to 
end with a book such as THE DRAFT! 

Okay, I'm done. Extend my 
gratitude to Fabian and Rodney. 
They've done a great job. 

Jack Witzig 


Haddon Heights, NJ 


Well, Jack, Fabian and Rodney 
thank you for your kind words and 
here are some answers to your 
questions: 

No. Yes. Maybe. No, but you 
can get It from a comic book 
specialty store or by ordering It from 
one of the comic catalogue 
companies that advertise In the 
mainiine Marvel tities. 


Dear Psi-Force persons, 
Issue #28 was OK. That's as far 
as I'll go to praise you people. I'm not 
sure what has happened to this book, 
three months ago it was host to one of 
the best stories ever chronicled in the 
New Universe. The Psi-Hawk/Rodstvow 
fight was not only professionally done, 
but it also had one of those classic 
NewU endings where, as in real life, the 
good guy doesn't always win and he 
may lose more than he bargained for. 
Now for the question: what are 
you doing? This comic is different now. 
it seems as if there are some loose 
parts to the plot machine lying about. 
The current plot line is just drifting about 
aimlessly. The stories used to have a 
plot but | am being bored to death by all 
this fooling around at their Russian 
facility! What's the point? You must 
make that clear in your plots. Why are 
you going to spend four issues 
describing the team's experiences in 
Russia? Who cares? What are you 
trying to build up to? | hope it's good. 
The New Universe needs good stories. 
As for this new artist, he doesn't 
make the story flow. The art is good, but 
Not good enough. The way | see it, his 
drawing five hundred characters an 
issue is going to make for a lot of 
shabby drawings. The art looks rushed. 
Don't get me wrong, | sincerely 
hope this book survives a long time, | 
just don't think it will if it continues being 
produced this way. Thank you for 
listening. 
Drew Curtis 
Lexington, KY 


You make some valid points, 
Drew, but for the record, 
of our Impending cancellation was 
heard before issue #27 came out, 
which had been plotted months 
earlier, so don't blame the current art 
team for that. 

Frankly, Fabian himself agrees 
with many of your criticisms, though 
he'd like to hear what you think of the 
four-part storyline as a whole. 

The Siberian Project storyline 
was undertaken for a variety of 
it was Intended to 
Internationalize our cast of 
characters, which It has; It was 
intended to educate our characters to 
the political realities of the world and 
mature them a little, which It did; It 
was meant to resolve some of the 
plot threads set up earlier in Justice, 
which it did and It was meant to 
climax with a final battle against 
Rodstvow — which it did. 


Now If any of this was done as 
well as It could have been Is all 
subjective. We tried. We succeeded 
In some regards and failed In others. 
No one realizes that more than the 
creative team itself. 

We hope the last two issues 
have been more to your liking, Drew. 
As for those unresolved plot threads 
— they will be answered somewhere, 
somehow — that was our intention all 
along. Sub-plot is the 
lifeblood of a monthly publication 
such as this. Developing them too 
quickly or too slowly Is always a 
Judgement call. We live and learn. 


Dear Fabian,. 

issue #29 of Psi-Force contained 
two stories, one main story and a back- 
up which has become so common in the 
New Universe tities. | prefer the longer, 
full length features, but | suppose the 
back-ups are necessary to tie-up any 
loose ends before the cancellation of 
the titles. 

The Siberian Project Part lil 
wasn't half-bad, but it looks like now that 
Psi-Force and company have made it 
out of the Project, their problems are 
just beginning. | found the interaction 
between the Psi-Force crew, the 
Medusa Web and Justice very 
interesting. It may have taken some 
time, but the NewU titles are finally 
beginning to interact the way they 
should have form the start. 

“Dirty Play,” the back-up 
featuring Tyrone wasn't much of a story, 
but it did help to define his powers. 

LATE FLASH from the “Suppose 
They Had A Contest And Everyone 
Forgot About It Department*!! Does 

remember the contest to name 
the letters pages? | know they had the 
contest because they buried the names 
of the winners on the back inside cover 
a few months ago. Now that the New 
Universe is close to an end, my bet is 
that the winning entries will never make 
it to the top of their respective letter 
columns. 
And speaking of a letters page, 
why can't anyone manage to provide 
one on a regular basis? Better yet, why 
not take ALPHA FLIGHT's lead and 
start a two-paged letter column every 
month? 
Charles Novinski 
Grand Junction, CO 


You want it, you got it! 
Starting this month, Psi-Force will 
have a two page letter column. Of 
course, It starts and ends this month, 
but what they hey. 

As for the contest winner... we 
can't see the mast-head from here, 
what's It say? Hmmm... maybe next 
time... 

And as for the back-ups -- 
Charles, as our most consistent 
correspondent, you should know that 
the back-ups are done for a variety of 
reasons, not the least of which Is the 
fact that very few artists can stand 
the strain of 28-page stories every 
month. We think that most of the 
New titles had book length epics as 
often as possibile, all things 
considered. 


Dear Psi-Masters, 
| am normally a silent reader, but 
| decided it's time | wrote in and let you 
know how much | enjoy your comic. 


story so far, but when is it all coming 
together? | am losing track of the 
storylines. To the rest of the crew - you 
work great together, keep it up! 

| did find one error though. In 


| know that Psi-Hawk (is that his 
name?) is summoned by that medallion 
and that if more than five people 
summon him, he goes berserk. Right? 
Well can nay paranormal summon it? 
Can a normal person summon it? 


Jon, the Psi-Hawk (yes that Is 
his name, believe It or not) is not 
summoned by the medallion, but 
rather by the psionic energy of 
certain paranormals. Said 
paranormals must have a specific 
psychic switch in their heads which 
would enable them to tap Into the 
Psi-Hawk entity, which was in reality 
nothing more than the paranormal 
vestiges of a CIA agent named 
Emmet Proudhawk. 

So could other paranormal 
help tap Into this energy? Sure, 
Lindsey Failmon and Thomas Boyd 
did, and they weren't original 
members. Others might have been 


Dear Psi-Force creative team, 

Wayne Tucker's last words in 
Psi-Force #25 were, “We did the best 
we could.” | beg to differ. 

| was very disappointed in what | 
had expected to be the best Psi-Force 
comic ever. | mean, after all, the plot 
had been building up to this for a long 
time! Issue #24 left me with the feeling 
of: "you ain't seen nothin’ yet,” so 
naturally | was checking the mailbox in 
eager anticipation of issue #25. 
Nonetheless, as | said above, | was very 
disappointed. 

There was no way that they 
could have possibly tried their hardest. 
Rodstvow could have taken a nap and 
let the five minds that compose Psi- 
Hawk defeat themselves. The grim 
determination shown by the five in the 
final pages of #24 was totally absent. 


Tucker and Ty found time to make jokes 
throughout the comic and the team 
stopped to chat with Colonel Browning 
to ask his permission to bust 
Rodstvow's tail! Since when does 
Tucker care what an authority figure 
thinks? It was totally out of character for 
ail of the team. 

The way the Hawk fought was 
also pathetic! None of them used their 
powers to the best of their abilities. 
Lindsey, Stasi's replacement was utterly 
horrible. Not only did she do nothing 
constrctive during the combat, she hurt 
the team by arguing. Plus she had such 
a lack of tact and intelligence by 
pointing out that it was actually the 
soldiers who shot Rodstvow! No 
kidding. What a stupid character! 

| have one final comment on the 
story. Way back when Boyd was known 
as the Psi-Stalker, he fought and 
defeated the Hawk. When this 
happened, the five members fell 
unconscious. Why then did Tucker say, 
“Do you feel me dying"? Won't the team 
wake up unharmed a few hours later? 

Thanks for listening. 


Where do we begin, Jason? 
First, we're sorry we had to cut your 
letter short, but the gist of your letter 
remains unchanged. You are 
Certainly entitled to your opinion and 
you even raise quite a number of 
valid points, but some of your 
interpretations are a little extreme. 
That Is elther the fault of the writing 
or of your reading. After we explain 
ourselves, you can decide which. 

Yes, the team members did try 
their hardest to defeat Rodstvow. The 
point of the story was to show their 
hardest was hardly enough. They 
were unprepared for such an 
encounter and that they were able to 
survive at all was a testament to how 
far they had come. The fact that they 
were completely unprepared for a 
mind-meld in which they controlled 
Psi-Hawk (and the improvement in 
the awareness of their powers -- 
specifically Wayne -- was what 
Created the meid to begin with) had a 
lot to do with their inability to 
Properly engage Rodstvow in battle. 
Look how well they fought in issue 
#30 as an example of their Increased 
maturity. 


Yes, they argued too much, 
but we are talking about teenagers 
forced to fight for their lives and that 


whole idea of the NewU was to show 
this In @ realistic ~manner, which, to 
us, means watching them fall to 
pleces under the stress. Teli us, 
Jason, how would you react? 

As for the jokes — well, we 
defer to you on this point. From 
Wayne maybe, because he's a little 
callous and the cynicism is his way 
of dealing with the pain, but you're 
right about Ty (although Fablan 
keeps saying that as the ultimate 


And Lindsey... well, we have a 
difference of opinion, plain and 
simple. Her actions were true to 
character In this story and she will 
always try to provide a harmonizing, 
Stabilizing Influence to the 
aggressive attitudes of her 
teammates. She's shy and she's 
timid, that makes her stupid? 


issue #5, but there is no comparison 
between what the energy being 
at the 


as a result, the Psi-Force team. 
Rodstvow obliterated the energy and 
a8 a result, because of the mind- 
meld, induced a psychic trauma akin 
to death which sent them Into a coma 
for over four months! So yes, 
Wayne's comment was pretty 
accurate for what he was 


And thanks for your 
comments, Jason, It was one of the 


What do the rest of you think 
about Jason's comments? Write 


today! 


to go all the way across town just to pick 
up a single four dollar comic, | might not 
bother. 


You know, Jason, beggars 
can't be choosers... 


is the New Universe over? Yes 
and no. This month does indeed 
mark the end of our monthly titles, 
but It also marks the beginnings of 
THE WARI 


for us? Well, we're still 


chances are it will resolve the 
Michael Crawley and Tyrone Jessup 
subplots. But aren't they members of 
other teams now, you ask? Heh-heh- 
heh, we reply. 
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Doug Murray 
A Four-Part New Universe™ 


Bookshelf Format Series Tom Morgan 


Beginning in February 
From Marvel’ 


Paul Mounts 


THEY ARE HUNTING THE WORLD’S MOST 
DEADLIEST GAME. ..EACH OTHER . 


HOMER 
TiniSHeli 


war journal 


of Will in 
Two-Parts 


By Carl Potts j= 
And Jim Lee j 
Starting in February | 9% 

From Marvel" 
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But Damage Control is here to clean it up! 


For years we've thrilled to the | DAMAGE CONTROL is New York’s very own Super- 
epic battles between the super- | Hero Clean-up Service, specializing in the clean-up, 
beings of the Marvel Universe, | repair and restoration of property damaged by para- 
but when titans clash, they | human activity. 

make a heck of a mess! And 
somebody’s got to clean it up! 


Our expert teams of super-hero Insurance Special- 
ists and Reconstruction Engineers have restored 
order to property 

damaged in super- 

human confronta- 

tions for years. 

Speed, efficiency, 

personal service, 

attention to detail. 

These are the 

watchwords of 

DAMAGE CON- 

TROL. No job is 

too big for us. 


Throughout this FOUR-ISSUE LIMITED SERIES, you 
will see us helping the heroes. See THE AVENGERS 
and SPIDER-MAN grace our gala Grand Opening 
ceremony. In later issues, THE FANTASTIC FOUR, 
IRON MAN, DR. DOOM, and THE X-MEN will also 
ALK SS | make personal appearances. 


— —\ IT’S MORE THAN JUST 
_ AJOB—IT’S GOOD 
wv CLEAN FUN! 
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CONTROL ¢ 


DWAYNE McDUFFIE ¢ Majority Shareholder 
ERNIE COLON ¢° Personnel Coordinator 
BOB WIACEK ®¢ Corporate Delineator 


AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 
CONSUMPTION IN JANUARY. 
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